THE PRICE OF FREEDOM

'How?'said he.

clt is difficult enough/ I replied, 'nowadays, with so many
men in the world,, for all to find nourishment for stomachs
this size ' (and I held out an imaginary football): 'had we
kept so big we should have needed a sack of rice at every
meal; think of the cost!5

A general titter went round, and my questioner's silence
showed that he was satisfied that the subject was exhausted.

A sailor, one Khamis of Auqad, was brought to my
notice as having visited my country. (The native has no
idea of the direction of Europe and points to the east, to
India, supposing that to be the Englishman's home).
Khamis, a free man, yet was the father of a slave-born
child, for he had taken to wife another's slave woman, so
by local canons the child belonged to her owner. The
three hundred dollars he had paid for the woman was the
price of her hand, not of her freedom, and he was now
engaged in paying a further five hundred dollars to her
master, to buy the freedom of his own offspring.1

Fuwala^ the light refreshment which is a feature of any
visit of courtesy, was brought in by a slave - a large dish-
laden tray of fids of beef grilled crisp and black, spaghetti
drenched in tomato sauce, and slices of pineapple. Coffee
went round after the tit-bits, and lastly the frankincense
burner which, however, was not held under the nostrils
for a few brief seconds, and handed thus from person to

11 discovered there was an exception to this rule of a slave wife's progeny
belonging exclusively to her owner, but it applies only to the Court. In
case of a Court male slave marrying a female slave; of a private owner, the
progeny, as a Court privilege, must be shared. The result is that a private
owner will agree only reluctantly to a Court slave alliance because it is
unprofitable for him, and a Court slave finds it correspondingly difficult to
find a bride outside the circle of Court negresses.
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